
 

 

FUanceV MakeV HiVWoU\ 
 
 

A high Vchool dUamed\ aboXW Whe JameV GaUfield aVVaVVinaWion 
b\ Ale[andeU UW] 

 
 
 
ChaUacWeUV: ​(1M, 6W; oU 2NB) 
 
 
FRANCES HOWE A high Vchool VWXdenW. (W/NB, WeenV-eaUl\ 20V) 
 
DIANA HOWE HeU mom. (W, 40V) 
 
ADAM GARFIELD HeU hiVWoU\ WeacheU, ÖMU. G.× (M, 40V) 
 
BRIA BELL HeU beVW fUiend. (W, WeenV-eaUl\ 20V) 
 
SAM ELDRIDGE AnoWheU fUiend. (W/NB, WeenV-eaUl\ 20V) 
 
EMILY VASQUEZ HeU gXidance coXnVeloU. (W, 30V) 
 
CHERYL NOYES The VchoolÔV pUincipal. (W, 40V-50V) 
 
 
 
 
Time: The pUeVenW. 
 
Place: VaUioXV, inclXding: Whe HoZe famil\ Uoom, MoUeland High School hallZa\V, MU. GÔV  

hiVWoU\ claVVUoom, MUV. VaVqXe]ÔV office, PUincipal No\eVÔ office. 
 
 
 
NoWeV on Whe We[W: 
 

➔ ThiV pla\ mXVW be caVW ZiWh diYeUViW\ in mind. 
➔ Scene locaWionV VhoXld be VXggeVWed minimall\ WhUoXgh Whe XVe of chaiUV, pUopV, eWc. TiWle caUdV 

foU each Vcene mighW be fXn Woo. Feel fUee Wo pla\ ZiWh iW. 
➔ If neceVVaU\, Diana and PUincipal No\eV ma\ be pla\ed b\ Whe Vame acWoU. 

 
  

Ale[andeU UW] 

(716) 392-3418 

ale[andeU.XW]716@gmail.com 
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One 

LighWV Xp. FRANCES, dUeVVed in a ChaUleV GXiWeaX coVWXme, iV in Whe office of EMILY 

VASQUEZ, heU high Vchool gXidance coXnVeloU. 

 

EMILY 

So, FUanceV. HoZ do \oX Whink \oX goW heUe? 

 

FRANCES 

WhaW kind of qXeVWion iV WhaW? 

 

EMILY 

I jXVW Whink iWÔV YalXable Wo Wake a look aW oXU acWionV, and Whe conVeqXenceV of WhoVe acWionV. 

 

FRANCES 

YoXÔUe Va\ing IÔm a pUoblem child. 

 

EMILY 

NoW a pUoblem child. BXW \oXÔUe an inWeUeVWing caVe. WhaW \oX did ZaV YeU\ bUaYe, in a Za\, and Ò 

YeU\ XnXVXal. 

 

FRANCES 

EYen beWWeU. 

 

EMILY 

So ZhaW do \oX Whink led \oX Wo WhiV, heUe and noZ? 

 

FRANCES 

I donÔW knoZ. 

 

EMILY 

YoXÔUe a VmaUW giUl, FUanceV, \oX mXVW haYe Vome idea of Ò 

 

FRANCES 

DonÔW Va\ WhaW. 

 

EMILY 

WhaW? 

 

FRANCES 

I donÔW like Zhen people Well me IÔm VmaUW. 

 

EMILY 

Wh\ noW? 

 

FRANCES 

I jXVW donÔW. 
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EMILY 

Oka\. Then leWÔV Walk aboXW ChaUleV GXiWeaX. Do \oX Whink \oX UelaWe Wo him? Ma\be noW Whe 

cUiminal elemenWV of him, bXW oWheU paUWV of hiV peUVonaliW\? 

 

FRANCES 

I donÔW knoZ mXch aboXW him, honeVWl\. 

 

EMILY 

Ò BXW \oXÔUe dUeVVed aV him. 

 

FRANCES 

I geW Zh\ IÔm heUe, oka\, WhaWÔV noW a m\VWeU\ Wo me. BXW Zh\ aUe \oX acWing like \oXÔUe m\ 

pV\chologiVW? YoXÔUe a gXidance coXnVeloU. 

 

EMILY 

IÔm jXVW WU\ing Wo help \oX, FUanceV. 

 

FRANCES 

I donÔW need help. 

 

EMILY 

M\ job iV Wo geW \oX on Whe beVW paWh poVVible. 

 

FRANCES 

IÔm noW alUead\ on iW? 

 

EMILY 

Ò YoXÔUe dUeVVed aV a pUeVidenWial aVVaVVin. 

 

FRANCES 

So? People dUeVV like hiVWoUical figXUeV all Whe Wime. MU. G dUeVVeV Xp aV PUeVidenW GaUfield. LiWeUall\ 

Whe moVW boUing pUeVidenW. 

 

EMILY 

YeV, MU. G. Ma\be WhaWÔV a good place Wo VWaUW. 

I XndeUVWand he and \oXU moWheU haYe a biW of a hiVWoU\. 

 

FRANCES 

So? 

 

EMILY 

So peUhapV WhaWÔV ZheUe Vome of WhiV behaYioU comeV fUom. The colXmn, Whe coVWXme, all of iW. 

 

FRANCES 

WoZ, \oXÔUe Vo aVWXWe. HoZÔd \oX figXUe WhaW one oXW? 

 

EMILY 

Do \oX ZanW Wo Well me if WheUe ZaV an\Whing WhaW happened, Wo make \oX ZanW Wo do WhiV? 
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FRANCES 

The cloWheV aUe co]\. The beaUd Woo. IWÔV all aboXW comfoUW. 

 

EMILY 

Oka\. GUeaW. YoX donÔW haYe Wo Well me, FUanceV. 

 

FRANCES 

YoXÔUe UighW. I donÔW. 

 

EMILY 

We can jXVW ViW heUe in Vilence eYeU\ da\, if WhaWÔV ZhaW \oX pUefeU. 

 

FRANCES 

I do. IÔm miVVing m\ fUee peUiod foU WhiV. 

 

EMILY 

IÔm noW Whe one aW faXlW foU WhaW. 

 

FRANCES 

Ò Oka\, I geW iW, I geW iW. 

 

EMILY 

WhaW? 

 

FRANCES 

YoXÔUe going Wo manipXlaWe me inWo Walking Wo \oX. 

 

EMILY 

NoW aW all. If \oX donÔW ZanW Wo Walk, WhaWÔV oka\ Woo. IÔm jXVW heUe Wo help \oX. 

 

FRANCES 

Wh\ do \oX Whink I need help? 

 

EMILY 

ThaWÔV noW neceVVaUil\ m\ peUVonal opinion, iWÔV Whe VchoolÔV. 

 

FRANCES 

WhaWÔV \oXU opinion? 

 

EMILY 

I can make m\ oZn opinion afWeU heaUing \oXU Vide of WhingV. 

 

FRANCES 

Ha. GUeaW. 

 

EMILY 

Do \oX ZanW Wo Well me? YoXU Vide of WhingV? 
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FRANCES  

Fine. IÔll Well \oX. WhaWeYeU. YoX happ\? 

 

EMILY 

IW doeVnÔW maWWeU if IÔm happ\. WhaW do \oX ZanW oXW of WhiV, FUanceV? 

 

FRANCES 

To noW be heUe. 

 

EMILY 

In m\ office, oU do \oX mean ÖheUe× in a laUgeU VenVe? 

 

FRANCES 

JeVXV ChUiVW. 

 

EMILY 

Well Ò 

 

FRANCES 

HoZ aboXW WhiV. IÔll Well \oX ZhaW happened, When \oX can Well me ZheUe I VhoXld be. SoXnd good? 

 

EMILY 

If WhaWÔV ZhaW \oX ZanW. 

 

FRANCES 

GUeaW. E[cellenW. IW iV. 

 

EMILY 

SWaUW aW Whe beginning. 

 

FRANCES 

Cool. The beginning. So, I donÔW UemembeU ZhaW nighW e[acWl\ iW ZaV, bXW I ZaV doing homeZoUk. 

And m\ mom came home fUom a daWe ZiWh MU. G. 

 

TUanViWion. 
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TZo 

A liYing Uoom. FRANCES iV Ueading a hiVWoU\ We[Wbook. DIANA enWeUV. 

 

DIANA 

Oh, hi hone\, I didnÔW Ueali]e \oXÔd be Xp. 

 

FRANCES 

IÔm Xp. 

 

DIANA 

YoXÔUe Ueading hiVWoU\ again. 

 

FRANCES 

IWÔV foU homeZoUk. 

 

DIANA 

Do \oX like hiVWoU\? Ma\be iWÔV VomeWhing \oXÔd ZanW Wo geW \oXU degUee in? 

 

FRANCES 

HoZ ZaV \oXU daWe, Mom? 

 

DIANA 

IW ZaV oka\. 

IW ZaV Ò Zell, oka\, iW ZaVnÔW gUeaW. 

 

FRANCES 

MU. G didnÔW WU\ an\Whing fXnn\ on \oX, did he? I Wold him heÔd beWWeU be caUefXl. 

 

DIANA 

JXVW a biW of a miVXndeUVWanding. I donÔW Whink ZeÔUe going Wo Vee each oWheU again. 

IÔm VoUU\ if an\ of WhiV haV made \oX feel Ò 

 

FRANCES 

I knoZ. Yeah. IWÔV cool. IÔm cool. SoUU\ iW didnÔW ZoUk oXW. 

ShoXld I bo\coWW hiV claVV foU \oX? 

 

DIANA 

FUanceV. No. 

 

FRANCES 

WhaW happened? 

 

DIANA 

IÔd UaWheU noW Walk aboXW iW UighW noZ. Ma\be anoWheU Wime. 

FoU noZ, IÔm going Wo geW a glaVV of Zine, and IÔm going Wo bed. 

 

FRANCES 

Same heUe. 
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DIANA 

YoXÔUe Woo \oXng Wo dUink. Tell me \oXÔUe noW dUinking \eW. 

 

FRANCES 

Mom, iW ZaV a joke. 

 

DIANA 

BecaXVe if \oX aUe, WhaWÔV alUighW, jXVW be VmaUW aboXW iW. 

And \oX can alZa\V Walk Wo me if Ò 

 

FRANCES 

YeV, I knoZ, I can Walk Wo \oX aboXW ZhaWeYeU. ThankV. Cool. IW ZaV a joke. 

IÔm going Wo finiVh m\ homeZoUk. 

 

DIANA 

YoXÔUe VXch a good daXghWeU. 

 

FRANCES 

Wh\ aUenÔW \oX Veeing him an\moUe? WhaW did he do? 

 

DIANA 

HaYe \oX looked aW an\ of WhoVe VchoolV \eW? TheUe ZeUe a coXple I WhoXghW mighW be a good fiW 

foU \oX. 

 

FRANCES 

If he ZaV a jeUk, I can blackmail him Vo I donÔW haYe Wo do m\ hiVWoU\ ZoUk. 

 

DIANA 

FUanceV, pleaVe. 

 

FRANCES 

Fine, fine. 

GoodnighW, Mom. Enjo\ \oXU Zine. 

 

DIANA 

DonÔW VWa\ Xp Woo laWe. School WomoUUoZ. 

 

FRANCES 

Yeah, Vchool, I knoZ, Mom. IÔm liWeUall\ going Wo be VWXd\ing. NighW. 

 

DIANA e[iWV. FRANCES ViWV and UeadV. AfWeU a momenW, WheUeÔV a knock aW Whe dooU. 

FRANCES openV Whe dooU Wo ADAM GARFIELD, heU hiVWoU\ WeacheU. He iV dUeVVed aV 

PUeVidenW JameV GaUfield. 

 

ADAM 

Oh Ò FUanceV. Hello. I didnÔW e[pecW \oX Wo be Xp VWill. 

YoXÔYe, Xm Ò done WomoUUoZÔV Ueading, I hope? 
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FRANCES 

WhaW aUe \oX doing heUe, MU. G? 

And Zh\ aUe \oX dUeVVed aV SanWa in a WhUee-piece VXiW? 

 

ADAM 

IV \oXU mom home? 

 

FRANCES 

No. 

 

ADAM 

Oh. WheUe iV Vhe? 

 

FRANCES 

Of coXUVe VheÔV home, bXW I donÔW Whink Vhe ZanWV Wo Vee \oX. 

 

ADAM 

We jXVW need Wo Walk aboXW Vome WhingV. 

 

DIANA ​off 

FUanceV, aUe \oX Walking Wo Vomeone? 

 

FRANCES 

JXVW m\Velf, Mom! 

 

ADAM 

IÔm noW going Wo caXVe a Vcene Ò 

 

FRANCES 

YoX alUead\ aUe Ò 

 

ADAM 

PleaVe jXVW leW me in. 

And iWÔV JameV GaUfield, b\ Whe Za\. 

 

FRANCES 

Who? 

 

ADAM 

The Gilded Age pUeVidenW Ò  \oX haYenÔW done Whe Ueading, haYe \oX? 

 

FRANCES ​VhoXWing 

Mom, iWÔV MU. G! He ZanWV Wo Vee \oX! 

 

DIANA ​off 

Tell him Wo go aZa\! 
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FRANCES 

YoX heaUd Whe Zoman. 

 

ADAM ​VhoXWing 

Diana, can Ze Walk foU jXVW a minXWe! 

 

FRANCES 

HoZ mXch ZoXld iW Wake Wo geW \oX Wo dUeVV Xp like WhiV foU claVV WomoUUoZ? 

I haYe Wen dollaUV. 

 

DIANA enWeUV. 

 

DIANA 

FUanceV, go Wo bed. 

 

FRANCES 

BXW Mom Ò 

 

DIANA 

Go Wo bed. 

 

FRANCES 

Fine. 

 

FRANCES e[iWV. 

 

DIANA 

WhaW do \oX ZanW, Adam? 

And aUe \oX Ò 

 

ADAM 

JameV GaUfield. 

 

DIANA 

Oh m\ god. 

 

ADAM 

YoXU faYoUiWe pUeVidenW. 

 

DIANA 

I ZaV kidding. 

 

ADAM 

I knoZ. I WhoXghW iWÔd make \oX Vmile. 

 

DIANA ​leading him oXW Whe dooU 

AlUighW. OXWVide. 

 



 
 

� 

ADAM 

WaiW, ZaiW Ò 

 

DIANA 

No, ZeÔUe Walking oXWVide. 

I donÔW ZanW FUanceV liVWening. SheÔV going Wo WU\. 

 

ADAM 

Oka\. oka\. 

 

DIANA and ADAM e[iW. AfWeU a momenW, FRANCES enWeUV caXWioXVl\ Wo WU\ Wo liVWen. 

ShifW. DIANA and ADAM aUe oXWVide. 

 

DIANA 

I Vpecificall\ Wold \oX noW Wo come Wo Whe hoXVe like WhiV. 

 

ADAM 

I ZanWed Wo Vee \oX and e[plain Ò 

 

DIANA 

BecaXVe I donÔW ZanW FUanceV geWWing affecWed b\ WhiV an\ moUe Whan Vhe haV been, oka\? 

 

ADAM 

I knoZ. 

 

DIANA 

IW doeVnÔW Veem like \oX do. 

 

ADAM 

I do. TUXVW me. 

 

DIANA 

Ha. TUXVW \oX. Wh\ VhoXld I, Adam? 

 

ADAM 

LiVWen Ò 

 

DIANA 

IWÔV heU VenioU \eaU and I Whink Vhe and I need Wo be focXVing on ZhaW VheÔV going Wo be doing. ThiV 

iV jXVW geWWing in Whe Za\ of WhaW. IWÔV iUUeVponVible. 

 

ADAM 

I XndeUVWand WhaW, bXW I donÔW Whink iWÔV Ò 

 

DIANA 

And I feel like IÔm jXVW UepeaWing m\Velf Wo \oX, Adam. 

HaYe \oX liVWened Wo me aW al? 
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ADAM 

IWÔV noW iUUeVponVible. I like ZhaW Ze haYe heUe, I Whink ZeÔUe good WogeWheU. 

 

DIANA 

Ha. Oka\. FUanceV haV Wo be m\ nXmbeU one pUioUiW\ UighW noZ. 

 

ADAM 

And I geW WhaW. BXW can Ze aW leaVW WU\? 

 

DIANA 

Adam Ò 

 

ADAM 

If I had knoZn Zho \oXU acWXal faYoUiWe pUeVidenW ZaV, ZoXld WhiV be going beWWeU? 

 

DIANA 

I donÔW haYe one. And no, pUobabl\ noW. 

 

ADAM 

I VinceUel\ WhoXghW iW ZaV JameV GaUfield. 

 

DIANA 

YoX onl\ WhoXghW WhaW becaXVe \oX haYe Whe Vame name. 

 

ADAM 

WaiW Ò \oX donÔW haYe a faYoUiWe? NoW eYen Lincoln? FDR? 

 

DIANA 

I haYenÔW giYen iW mXch WhoXghW, IÔm noW a hiVWoU\ WeacheU. 

 

ADAM 

IV WheUe an\Whing I can do Wo conYince \oX? 

 

DIANA 

To pick a faYoUiWe pUeVidenW? 

 

ADAM 

To keep WhiV going. 

 

DIANA 

AfWeU WonighW? I donÔW Whink Vo, Adam. 

 

ADAM 

An\Whing. PleaVe. 

 

DIANA 

Ò HoZ iV FUanceV doing in \oXU claVV UighW noZ? 
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ADAM 

Ò SheÔV doing fine. 

 

DIANA 

HoneVWl\. 

 

ADAM 

TheUeÔV VWill a loW of Wime Ò 

 

DIANA 

Adam. 

 

ADAM 

Oka\, oka\, iWÔV aUoXnd a C minXV UighW noZ. 

 

DIANA 

C minXV? Reall\? I WhoXghW Vhe liked hiVWoU\. 

AW leaVW, aV mXch aV FUanceV can like VomeWhing. 

 

ADAM 

She doeV Whe UeadingV, bXW iWÔV like noWhing VWickV. 

I geW Whe VenVe WhaW Vhe likeV iW, bXW VheÔV boUed, oU Ò  

 

DIANA 

IV WheUe an\Whing moUe \oX can do? 

 

ADAM 

IÔm WU\ing. IW iV m\ job, \oX knoZ. 

 

DIANA 

Well. If \oX can geW heU Xp Wo an A, When Ò 

 

ADAM 

We can VWaUW WhiV Xp again? 

 

DIANA 

I Zill VWaUW Wo conVideU iW. 

 

ADAM 

Done.  

 

DIANA 

ConVideU. ThaW iV noW a gXaUanWee. 

 

ADAM 

I knoZ. BXW I can ZoUk ZiWh WhaW. 

IÔll leaYe \oX alone noZ. 
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DIANA 

And ne[W Wime \oX dUeVV Xp, pleaVe pick a beWWeU-looking pUeVidenW. 

 

ADAM 

TheUe aUenÔW an\! 

 

ADAM e[iWV. DIANA VighV and goeV back inWo Whe hoXVe. 

ShifW. DIANA enWeUV Wo find FRANCES. 

 

DIANA 

I WhoXghW I Wold \oX Wo go Wo bed. 

 

FRANCES 

I foUgoW VomeWhing. 

 

DIANA 

WhaW did \oX foUgeW? To noW eaYeVdUop? 

HoZ mXch did \oX heaU? 

 

FRANCES 

NoWhing. 

 

DIANA 

I donÔW belieYe \oX. 

 

FRANCES 

Wh\ aUenÔW \oX Veeing him an\moUe? WhaW did he do? 

 

DIANA 

Do \oX knoZ ZhaW \oXU hiVWoU\ gUade iV? 

 

FRANCES 

IV WhaW ZhaW \oX gX\V Walked aboXW? Ugh, \oX aUe Vo boUing. 

No, I donÔW knoZ. 

 

DIANA 

AlUighW. Fine. IWÔV noW good. 

 

FRANCES 

I knoZ iWÔV noW gUeaW, bXW IÔm doing all Whe ZoUk! I jXVW donÔW alZa\V geW iW UighW aZa\. 

BXW WhaW doeVnÔW maWWeU Ò Zh\ ZaV he dUeVVed aV WhaW pUeVidenW gX\? WaiW Ò do I noW ZanW Wo 

knoZ Whe anVZeU Wo WhaW? 

 

DIANA 

GoodnighW, FUanceV. 

 

FRANCES 

IÔll Whink of moUe qXeVWionV foU \oX WomoUUoZ. 
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DIANA 

CanÔW ZaiW. 

 

DIANA e[iWV.  FRANCES pickV Xp heU hiVWoU\ book and flipV WhUoXgh iW. 

 

FRANCES 

PUeVidenW GaUfield, PUeVidenW GaUfield Ò 

 

TUanViWion. 
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ThUee 

The ne[W da\. HiVWoU\ claVV. ADAM iV Weaching FRANCES, BRIA, and SAM. 

 

ADAM 

So, once again, ZhaW did ThomaV NaVWÔV poliWical caUWoonV Va\ aboXW Whe poliWicV of BoVV TZeed, 

Tamman\ Hall, and b\ e[WenVion Whe Gilded Age aV a Zhole? 

FRANCES UaiVeV heU hand. 

FUanceV? 

 

FRANCES 

Um Ò can \oX Well XV aboXW PUeVidenW GaUfield? 

 

ADAM 

NoW UighW noZ. 

 

FRANCES 

WaVnÔW he pUeVidenW back When? 

 

ADAM 

Well, GaUfield ZaV a liWWle laWeU Whan BoVV TZeed. 

 

BRIA 

GaUfield ZaV elecWed in 1880. 

 

ADAM 

ThaWÔV UighW, BUia. BXW Ò  

 

BRIA 

BXW he ZaV aVVaVVinaWed pUeWW\ eaUl\ on, UighW? 

 

ADAM 

YeV. BXW back Wo Whe caUWoonV Ò 

 

SAM 

Reall\? Woah, I WhoXghW Lincoln ZaV Whe onl\ one. 

Oh, and Kenned\. 

 

BRIA 

Lincoln, GaUfield, McKinle\, Kenned\. 

TheUe ZeUe aWWempWV on Tedd\ RooVeYelW and Reagan, Woo. 

 

SAM 

ThaWÔV cUa]\. 

 

ADAM 

Ò HoZ do \oX knoZ all of WhaW? 
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BRIA 

I like SWephen Sondheim. 

 

SAM 

Who? 

 

BRIA 

He ZUiWeV mXVicalV. He ZUoWe one called ​AVVaVVinV ​aboXW Ò Zell, aVVaVVinV. 

 

ADAM 

RighW. BXW ZeÔUe off WUack. 

 

FRANCES 

YoX knoZ Zho killed PUeVidenW GaUfield? 

 

BRIA 

ChaUleV GXiWeaX. 

 

ADAM 

We can Walk moUe aboXW WhaW, ma\be laWeU WhiV Zeek. LeWÔV geW back Wo BoVV TZeed. 

 

SAM 

HoZ did he kill him? 

 

BRIA 

ShoW him. 

 

SAM 

WheUe? 

 

BRIA 

Um Ò a WUain VWaWion. 

 

SAM 

No, like in Whe head, oU Ò ? 

 

BRIA 

Oh! In Whe back. 

 

ADAM 

YeV, YeU\ good, BUia. BXW Ò 

 

FRANCES 

AUe \oX UelaWed, MU. G? 

 

ADAM 

Am I Ò? 
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FRANCES 

To PUeVidenW GaUfield. 

 

ADAM 

Ha. No. I donÔW Whink Vo. IÔm VXUe if I ZeUe, Vomeone ZoXldÔYe Wold me b\ noZ. 

GaUfieldÔV a pUeWW\ common laVW name. 

 

FRANCES 

Do \oX ZiVh \oX ZeUe? 

 

ADAM 

Ò No. 

 

SAM 

WhaW happened Wo Whe killeU? 

 

BRIA 

ChaUleV GXiWeaX. 

 

SAM 

RighW, ZhaW happened Wo him? 

 

ADAM 

AV I ZaV Va\ing, WhoXgh, ThomaV NaVWÔV caUWoonV of BoVV TZeed emphaVi]ed Whe VeYeUe 

coUUXpWion going on in NeZ YoUk CiW\ poliWicV aW WhaW Wime. 

 

SAM 

BXW ZhaW happened Wo Ò ZhaW ZaV hiV name again? 

 

BRIA 

GXiWeaX. 

 

ADAM 

Oka\, fine. IÔll Well \oX, bXW When ZeÔUe geWWing back Wo Whe leVVon. 

 

FRANCES 

MU. G? 

 

ADAM 

WhaW, FUanceV? 

 

FRANCES 

ThUee Ò 

 

ADAM 

WhaW? 
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FRANCES 

TZo Ò 

 

ADAM 

WhaW aUe \oX coXnWing? 

 

FRANCES 

WhaW do \oX Whink? 

 

The bell UingV. FRANCES, SAM, and BRIA VWand Wo leaYe. 

 

SAM 

YoXÔUe going Wo Well XV WomoUUoZ! PUomiVe! 

 

ADAM 

YoX VhoXld look iW Xp if \oXÔUe Vo inWeUeVWed, Sam. 

 

SAM 

ThaW VoXndV like a loW of ZoUk. 

 

BRIA 

B\e, MU. G. 

 

ADAM 

FUanceV, can I Walk Wo \oX foU a momenW? 

 

SAM 

Oooh! 

 

FRANCES 

ShXW Xp. 

IÔll caWch Xp ZiWh \oX, BUia. 

 

SAM and BRIA e[iW. 

 

ADAM 

So, FUanceV Ò 

 

FRANCES 

WhaW did \oX do Wo m\ mom? 

 

ADAM 

ThaWÔV noW ZhaW I ZanWed Wo Walk Wo \oX aboXW. 

 

FRANCES 

WhaW did \oX do? 

And Zh\ Whe coVWXme? 
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ADAM 

FUanceV, Ze need Wo Walk aboXW \oXU gUade in WhiV claVV. 

 

FRANCES 

HeUe Ze go. 

 

ADAM 

YoXÔUe noW doing Zell. 

 

FRANCES 

IÔm doing fine. CÔV geW degUeeV, UighW? 

 

ADAM 

FUanceV. 

 

FRANCES 

Wh\ do \oX eYen haYe WhaW coVWXme? 

 

ADAM 

I Whink \oX and I VhoXld come Xp ZiWh a plan Wo geW \oXU gUade Xp, oka\? 

 

FRANCES 

Wh\ do \oX haYe Whe coVWXme, MU. G? 

 

ADAM 

YoXÔUe noW going Wo coopeUaWe XnWil I anVZeU, iV WhaW ZhaWÔV going on heUe? 

 

FRANCES 

IÔm cXUioXV. 

 

ADAM 

Ò I do occaVional pUeVidenWial impeUVonaWionV. Like, VpeecheV. AW libUaUieV, foU hiVWoU\ gUoXpV, WhaW 

VoUW of Whing. On ZeekendV. VeU\ occaVionall\. 

 

FRANCES 

WhenÔV \oXU ne[W one? 

 

ADAM 

IÔm noW Welling \oX WhaW. 

An\Za\, leWÔV figXUe oXW a plan Wo help \oXU gUadeV Ò 

 

FRANCES 

WhaW did \oX do Wo m\ mom? Wh\ doeVnÔW Vhe ZanW Wo Vee \oX an\moUe? 

 

ADAM 

Ò ThaWÔV beWZeen me and heU. 
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FRANCES 

Cool. IÔm going Wo go, oka\? IÔm laWe. 

 

ADAM 

I WhoXghW \oX had a fUee peUiod afWeU WhiV. 

 

FRANCES 

Yeah, and IÔm laWe foU iW. 

 

ADAM 

DonÔW \oX ZanW Wo impUoYe \oXU gUadeV? 

 

FRANCES 

Ò IÔll VWaUW Wo conVideU iW. 

 

ADAM 

WhaW do \oX Ò oh. 

HoZ mXch did \oX heaU laVW nighW? 

 

FRANCES 

NoWhing, Zh\? 

See \oX, MU. G. 

 

FRANCES e[iWV Whe claVVUoom. 

ShifW. FRANCES appUoacheV BRIA. 

 

BRIA 

WhaW did he ZanW Wo Vee \oX aboXW? 

 

FRANCES 

AppaUenWl\ I haYe Ueall\ good gUadeV in hiVWoU\, and he ZanWed me Wo be moUe like a noUmal 

peUVon Vo I coXld VWop hXmiliaWing all Whe UeVW of \oX. 

 

BRIA 

Ha. Reall\, ZhaW did he Va\? 

 

FRANCES 

ThaWÔV Ueall\ WUXl\ iW. SoUU\, BUia, lookV like \oXÔYe goW Wo VWep iW Xp. 

 

BRIA 

WaV iW aboXW him and \oXU mom? 

 

FRANCES 

I donÔW ZanW Wo Walk aboXW iW. 

 

BRIA 

Wh\, did VomeWhing happen? 
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FRANCES 

I donÔW knoZ. She doeVnÔW ZanW Wo Vee him an\moUe. 

 

SAM ​off 

Ma\be he cheaWed on heU! 

 

SAM enWeUV. 

 

FRANCES 

Sam, VhXW Xp, I donÔW ZanW people knoZing aboXW WhiV. 

 

SAM 

SoUU\, FUan, bXW people ​knoZ​ aboXW iW. 

If Whe\ geW maUUied, Zill \oX haYe Wo change \oXU name Wo GaUfield? 

 

BRIA 

Go aZa\, Sam. 

 

SAM 

WhaW? IÔm jXVW meVVing aUoXnd. 

 

BRIA 

Yeah, \oXÔUe being an aVV. 

 

SAM 

NoZ hoZ can Ze find oXW if he cheaWed? SWeal hiV phone? 

 

FRANCES 

I knoZ \oX Whink \oXÔUe Vome VoUW of inYeVWigaWiYe UepoUWeU oU VomeWhing, bXW \oXÔUe honeVWl\ 

WeUUible aW iW. 

And VWop Walking aboXW m\ mom, pleaVe. 

 

SAM 

I ZoXldnÔW cheaW on \oXU mom, FUanceV. 

 

FRANCES 

GUeaW. 

 

BRIA 

We donÔW eYen knoZ if he did, an\Za\. 

 

FRANCES 

Can Ze Walk aboXW VomeWhing elVe? 

 

SAM 

I ZoXld WUeaW \oXU mom ​UighW​. 
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BRIA 

YoX VhoXld come Wo Whe Ga]eWWe meeWing afWeU Vchool. 

 

FRANCES 

No WhankV, VoXndV boUing. 

 

BRIA 

Come on, iW ZoXld be fXn Wo haYe \oX WheUe. 

 

FRANCES 

I knoZ \oXÔUe all aboXW e[WUacXUUicXlaUV and eYeU\Whing, bXW WhaWÔV noW foU me, VoUU\. 

PlXV, Sam Zill be WheUe, UighW? 

 

SAM 

YoX knoZ iW. 

 

FRANCES 

So definiWel\ noW. 

 

SAM 

WhaW did I do? 

 

BRIA 

IÔm Va\ing, \oX VhoXld come Wo Whe Ga]eWWe becaXVe MU. G Zill be WheUe. 

 

FRANCES 

So? 

 

SAM 

Oh! YoX can WoWall\ VcUeZ ZiWh him! FoU cheaWing on \oXU mom! 

 

FRANCES 

BUia, iV WhaW ZhaW \oX ZeUe going Wo Va\? 

 

BRIA 

Ò IÔm aVhamed Wo admiW iW, bXW \eV. 

 

SAM 

YoX donÔW haYe Wo be aVhamed, BUia, being bad foU a momenW ZonÔW kill \oXU chanceV aW CoUnell, oU 

ZhaWeYeU. IWÔV good Wo be bad. 

IÔd be happ\ Wo pUoYe m\ poinW Wo \oX. 

 

BRIA 

Sam, gUoVV. 

 

FRANCES 

I like WhaW. 
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SAM 

I WhoXghW \oX mighW. 

 

FRANCES 

NoW WhaW, peUY. 

I like Whe idea of meVVing ZiWh MU. G, VomehoZ. Yeah, IÔll be WheUe. 

 

SAM 

YeV! WaWch oXW MU. G, \oX donÔW meVV ZiWh FUanceVÔ mom! 

 

BRIA 

WhaW aUe \oX going Wo do Wo him? 

IÔm neUYoXV. ThiV iV going Wo be good. 

Bad, bXW good. 

 

FRANCES 

I haYe Vome ideaV. 

 

TUanViWion. 
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FoXU 

FRANCES iV on Whe phone ZiWh DIANA. 

 

DIANA 

Ò Oka\, VXUe. ThaWÔV fine. 

 

FRANCES 

BUia WhoXghW iW ZoXld be fXn if Ze VWaUWed going WogeWheU. 

 

DIANA 

Well, I Whink iWÔV good WhaW \oXÔUe doing WhiV. IWÔll look good on \oXU applicaWionV. 

 

FRANCES 

Yeah, WhaW Woo. 

 

DIANA 

ThaWÔV gUeaW, hone\. We VhoXld VWaUW looking aW VchoolV ZiWh joXUnaliVm pUogUamV, if WhaWÔV 

VomeWhing \oXÔUe inWeUeVWed in. 

 

FRANCES 

Ò SXUe. 

 

DIANA 

Do \oX need me Wo pick \oX Xp? WhaW Wime Zill \oX be done? I VhoXld make dinneU laWeU, UighW? 

 

FRANCES 

Gee], Mom, one aW a Wime. 

Um, BUia can pUobabl\ dUop me off. IÔll call \oX laWeU. 

 

DIANA 

Oka\. LoYe \oX, hon. 

 

FRANCES 

B\e. 

 

ShifW. ADAM iV ZUapping Xp Whe Ga]eWWe meeWing. FRANCES, BRIA, and SAM aUe WheUe. 

 

ADAM 

GUeaW meeWing. ThiV iV going Wo be a good iVVXe, eYeU\one. 

 

SAM 

Do I Ueall\ haYe Wo ZUiWe a VWoU\ aboXW Whe mXVical? 

 

ADAM 

YeV. 

 

SAM 

GUoVV. 
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To BRIA. 

WanW Wo VZiWch? 

 

ADAM 

And \oX canÔW VZiWch ZiWh BUia WhiV Wime. 

 

BRIA 

Nice WU\. 

 

SAM 

Come on! I WhoXghW \oX liked neUd\ VWXff like WhaW! 

 

ADAM 

AlUighW. End of diVcXVVion. MeeWing oYeU. HaYe a good nighW, eYeU\one. See \oX ne[W Zeek. 

 

BRIA and SAM VWaUW Wo pack Xp. FRANCES appUoacheV ADAM. 

 

FRANCES 

E[cXVe me, MU. G? 

 

ADAM 

He\ FUanceV, WhankV foU joining XV Woda\. IÔm e[ciWed Wo haYe \oX aboaUd. 

 

BRIA ​qXieWl\, Wo SAM 

IWÔV happening, iWÔV happening. 

 

FRANCES 

Yeah, no ZoUUieV. He\, I ZanWed Wo aVk \oX a qXeVWion? 

 

SAM ​Wo BRIA 

WhaWÔV Vhe going Wo do? 

 

ADAM 

ShooW. 

 

FRANCES 

I ZaV Whinking, ma\be I coXld ZUiWe an opinion colXmn foU Whe ne[W iVVXe? I Whink IÔd be Ueall\ good 

aW WhaW VoUW of Whing and I ZanW Wo WU\ iW oXW. 

 

ADAM 

Oh, Ze donÔW do colXmnV. We do ediWoUialV, WhoXgh! ThaW Za\ iW iVnÔW an indiYidXal VWXdenWÔV 

opinion, iWÔV Whe YieZ of Whe Zhole papeU. 

 

FRANCES 

BXW Ò 
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ADAM 

An\Za\, WhaWÔV Zh\ I pXW \oX on Whe ediWoUial ZiWh BUia. Since iWÔV \oXU fiUVW iVVXe, ZoUking on WhaW 

Zill help geW \oX XVed Wo Whe Za\ Ze do WhingV aUoXnd heUe. 

SoXnd good? 

 

SAM 

I Whink FUanceV ZoXld ZUiWe a gUeaW colXmn. 

 

FRANCES 

ThankV, Sam. BXW iWÔV oka\. I ZaV Ueall\ onl\ aVking becaXVe m\ mom ZanWV me Wo find moUe Za\V 

Wo e[pUeVV m\Velf, oU VomeWhing. 

IÔll jXVW Well heU WhaW MU. G ZanWed me Wo make m\ beliefV confoUm ZiWh Whe gUeaWeU VWXdenW bod\. 

 

ADAM 

WhaW? 

 

FRANCES 

SheÔll be diVappoinWed, bXW I Whink VheÔll be able Wo geW oYeU iW eYenWXall\. 

 

ADAM 

I didnÔW Va\ I ZanWed \oX Wo do WhaW. 

 

SAM 

ThaWÔV ZhaW I heaUd. 

 

ADAM 

Oka\, I Vee ZhaWÔV going on heUe. 

FUanceV, can I Walk Wo \oX alone? 

 

BRIA 

SoXndV like WhaWÔV oXU cXe. 

 

BRIA and SAM e[iW hXUUiedl\. 

 

ADAM 

FUanceV. YoX canÔW XVe \oXU moWheU aV a Za\ Wo make me leW \oX do ZhaWeYeU \oX ZanW. 

 

FRANCES 

HeUeÔV Whe Whing. I Ueall\ do ZanW Wo do WhiV colXmn. I Whink IÔll Ueall\ like ZUiWing iW. 

I mean, aV mXch aV ​I ​can like doing VomeWhing. 

 

ADAM 

Ò HoZ mXch of oXU conYeUVaWion did \oX heaU? 

 

FRANCES 

I donÔW knoZ ZhaW \oXÔUe Walking aboXW. 
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ADAM 

WhaW ZoXld \oX eYen ZUiWe aboXW? A colXmn needV Wo be an opinion aboXW VomeWhing. 

 

FRANCES 

I haYe Vome ideaV. 

 

ADAM 

GUeaW, ZhaW aUe Whe\? IW ZoXld need Wo be appUoYed b\ me. 

 

FRANCES 

WoXld iW, WhoXgh? 

 

ADAM 

FUanceV, \oXÔUe WUeading on YeU\ Whin ice UighW noZ. 

 

FRANCES 

To m\ knoZledge, MU. G, Vo aUe \oX. 

 

ADAM 

LiVWen, I Ò 

 

FRANCES 

WhaW aUe \oX going Wo do? Complain Wo m\ mom? 

 

ADAM 

Fine. YoX knoZ ZhaW? IÔll make \oX a deal. 

 

FRANCES 

I donÔW ZanW Wo make a deal. 

 

ADAM 

I Whink \oX mighW. 

WUiWe Whe colXmn aboXW hiVWoU\, ZUiWe iW ​Zell​, and IÔll coXnW iW aV e[WUa cUediW in m\ claVV. IWÔll bXmp 

\oXU gUade Xp b\ a leWWeU. 

 

FRANCES 

So, ZhaW, IÔll be aW a B minXV? 

 

ADAM 

ThaWÔV UighW. 

 

FRANCES 

Make iW a B plXV. 

 

ADAM 

I canÔW do WhaW. ThaWÔV Woo mXch. 
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FRANCES 

Well, ZeÔUe aiming foU A, UighW? Wh\ noW geW aV cloVe aV Ze can? 

 

ADAM 

Ò LeWÔV compUomiVe. HoZ aboXW B. 

 

FRANCES 

IÔll Wake iW. 

 

The\ Vhake handV. 

 

ADAM 

ThiV iV a WeUUible idea. 

 

FRANCES 

YoXÔUe doing gUeaW, MU. G. YoXÔUe doing a Ueall\ good job. 

 

FRANCES e[iWV. 

 

ADAM 

ThiV iV a WeUUible idea. 

ADAM pXllV oXW hiV phone and dialV. He ZaiWV, When leaYeV a meVVage. 

Hi, Diana? I knoZ I VhoXldnÔW be boWheUing \oX, and IÔm VoUU\, bXW Ze need Wo Walk. IWÔV aboXW 

FUanceV. EYeU\Whing iV all good, all fine, gUeaW acWXall\. So gUeaW. BXW Ze VhoXld Walk. 

Oka\, IÔYe Uambled on long enoXgh. Hope \oXÔYe been Zell. Talk Voon. Call me back Zhen \oX geW 

WhiV meVVage. OU We[W. Email. WhaWeYeU \oX pUefeU. 

AlUighW, WhaWÔV all. Thank \oX. 

Oka\. B\e. 

 

ShifW. FRANCES caWcheV Xp ZiWh BRIA. 

 

BRIA 

HoZ did iW go? WhaW did \oX Va\? WhaW did he Va\? 

 

FRANCES 

I goW Whe colXmn. 

 

BRIA 

Oh m\ god. 

 

FRANCES 

I knoZ!! I ZaV all like, ÖIÔm going Wo do WhiV colXmn,× and he ZaV like, ÖNo \oX aUenÔW,× and I ZaV like, 

ÖYoX donÔW ZanW Wo XpVeW m\ mom,× and he gaYe in! HeÔV leWWing me ZUiWe aboXW ZhaWeYeU I ZanW, iW 

jXVW haV Wo be aboXW hiVWoU\. 

 

BRIA 

I canÔW belieYe \oX goW aZa\ ZiWh iW. WhaW aUe \oX going Wo ZUiWe aboXW? 

 



 
 

2� 

FRANCES 

IÔll figXUe VomeWhing oXW. I honeVWl\ didnÔW e[pecW Wo geW WhiV faU. 

 

BRIA 

So ZhaW iV \oXU endgame heUe? JXVW Wo meVV ZiWh MU. G? 

 

FRANCES 

Did \oX Ueall\ jXVW XVe Whe ZoUd endgame? 

 

BRIA 

WhaW? WhaWÔV ZUong ZiWh iW? 

 

FRANCES 

NoWhing, jXVW, damn, \oX aUe Vo VmaUW all Whe Wime. Like iW doeVnÔW VWop. 

 

BRIA 

Ò ThankV? 

 

FRANCES 

I ZanW Wo geW MU. G Wo VWop daWing m\ mom. 

 

BRIA 

Wh\ donÔW \oX aVk him? 

 

FRANCES 

BXW WhaWÔV Whe Whing. Wh\ ZoXld he liVWen Wo me? When Vhe aVked him, he didnÔW liVWen. HeÔV VWill 

WU\ing Wo geW back ZiWh heU. 

 

BRIA 

Oh. Yeah. Good poinW. 

 

FRANCES 

So IÔYe goW Wo do VomeWhing dUaVWic. To geW WhUoXgh Wo hiV dXmb hiVWoU\ WeacheU bUain. 

 

BRIA 

JXVW donÔW go Wo faU. YoX mighW geW in WUoXble. 

 

FRANCES ​VaUcaVWic 

Oh no! NoW WUoXble! 

 

BRIA 

All IÔm Va\ing iV \oX donÔW ZanW Wo meVV ZiWh \oXU chanceV aW geWWing inWo VchoolV. 

 

FRANCES 

BUia. IÔll be oka\. IWÔV noW like IÔm appl\ing an\ZheUe cUa]\ like \oX. YoXÔYe goW Wo WUXVW me. 

 

BRIA 

Ò AlUighW. Oka\. Do \oX haYe a plan? 
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FRANCES 

NoW \eW. BXW IÔll figXUe iW oXW. Pla\ iW b\ eaU. 

IWÔV moUe fXn WhaW Za\, UighW? 

 

BRIA 

Ò No. BXW I belieYe in \oX. 

 

FRANCES 

YoXÔUe Woo good a fUiend Wo me, BUia. 

Oh! Can I geW a Uide home? 

 

TUanViWion. 
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FiYe 

FRANCES comeV home. DIANA iV ZaiWing. 

 

DIANA 

So, can \oX Well me Zh\ I goW a Yoicemail fUom MU. G Woda\, Va\ing Ze need Wo Walk aboXW \oX? 

 

FRANCES 

YoX ZhaW? I donÔW knoZ. Did \oX Walk Wo him? 

 

DIANA 

I didnÔW call him back. BXW ZhaW ZaV WhaW aboXW? 

 

FRANCES 

I donÔW knoZ. Ma\be IÔm jXVW Ueall\ VmaUW and he ZanWed Wo Well \oX. ÖGood job, FUanceV!× ThankV, 

Mom! 

 

DIANA 

IW didnÔW VoXnd like WhaW ZaV Whe caVe. Did \oX caXVe WUoXble aW WhaW neZVpapeU meeWing Woda\? 

 

FRANCES 

No. 

 

DIANA 

DonÔW lie Wo me, FUanceV. 

 

FRANCES 

IÔm noW l\ing, gee]. 

 

DIANA 

BecaXVe he VoXnded YeU\ VeUioXV. 

 

FRANCES 

Oka\, WhaWÔV hiV pUoblem When. 

 

DIANA 

Like I Vaid, \oX can Well me if \oXÔUe XncomfoUWable ZiWh an\ of ZhaWÔV been going on beWZeen him 

and me. 

YoX Vaid iW ZaV oka\ Zhen Ze VWaUWed Veeing each oWheU, bXW if WhaWÔV changed, When Ò 

 

FRANCES 

No, iW haVnÔW, iWÔV fine. 

PlXV \oX aUenÔW Veeing each oWheU an\moUe, Vo ZhaWeYeU. 

 

DIANA 

Oka\. I jXVW ZanW \oX Wo knoZ WhaW \oXÔUe m\ Wop pUioUiW\ UighW noZ. 

 

FRANCES 

Yeah, oka\. ThankV. 
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DIANA 

And WhaW \oX can Walk Wo me if WheUeÔV an\Whing ZeiUd beWZeen \oX and MU. G. 

 

FRANCES 

NoWhing ZeiUd. He acWXall\ gaYe me m\ oZn colXmn, Vo Ò 

 

DIANA 

Reall\? A colXmn? 

 

FRANCES 

Yeah. 

 

DIANA 

ThaWÔV, Xm, WhaWÔV gUeaW. 

 

FRANCES 

See, WheUe Ze go. ThaWÔV hoZ WhiV conYeUVaWion VhoXld haYe been going. 

 

DIANA 

So \oX Ueall\ like WhiV ZUiWing Whing. ThaWÔV good, WhaW coXld be a caUeeU. 

 

FRANCES 

AlUighW. 

 

FRANCES WUieV Wo leaYe. 

 

DIANA 

WhaW aUe \oX going Wo ZUiWe aboXW? 

 

FRANCES 

I donÔW knoZ \eW. HiVWoU\, I gXeVV. HeÔV giYing me e[WUa cUediW. 

Can I go? I haYe homeZoUk. 

 

DIANA 

Hold on. HeÔV giYing \oX e[WUa cUediW foU iW? 

 

FRANCES 

Yeah, m\ hiVWoU\ gUade iVnÔW gUeaW, UemembeU? He made me a deal. And ma\be WhiV e[WUa cUediW 

Zill geW \oX off m\ caVe. 

 

DIANA 

IÔm onl\ WU\ing Wo help \oX, FUanceV. 

 

FRANCES 

GUeaW. 

 

DIANA 

I canÔW ZaiW Wo Uead \oXU colXmn. IÔm pUoXd of \oX. 



 
 

32 

FRANCES 

Oka\. ThankV. HomeZoUk Wime. 

 

FRANCES e[iWV. DIANA WakeV oXW heU phone and callV ADAM. 

 

DIANA 

Hi, Adam. I goW \oXU meVVage. 

RighW. 

YeV, Ze can meeW. 

 

ShifW. The ne[W da\. BRIA and SAM aUe in WheiU fUee peUiod. BRIA iV doing homeZoUk. 

 

SAM 

BXW, like, ZhaW am I going Wo do Zhen \oX leaYe? 

 

BRIA 

YoXÔll VXUYiYe. 

 

SAM 

I ZonÔW. IWÔll be Vo boUing. I need \oX, BUia. 

 

BRIA 

YoX knoZ I haWe Zhen \oX do WhaW. 

 

SAM ​mock innocenW 

Do ZhaW? 

 

BRIA 

YoX knoZ. ThaW ZeiUd fliUWing Whing. 

 

SAM 

IÔm jXVW kidding aUoXnd. 

 

BRIA 

Yeah, bXW iW doeVnÔW feel like kidding VomeWimeV. 

 

SAM 

ThaWÔV ZhaW makeV iW fXnn\. 

 

BRIA 

IWÔV noW fXnn\. 

 

SAM 

See? ThiV iV ZhaW IÔll miVV. OXU pla\fXl banWeU. 

 

BRIA 

YoXÔUe Whe onl\ one Zho WhinkV iWÔV banWeU. 
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SAM 

Who elVe Zill I banWeU ZiWh, Zhen \oXÔUe gone? 

 

BRIA 

YoX donÔW ​haYe​ Wo VWa\ heUe foU college. 

 

SAM 

I do, WhoXgh. 

 

BRIA 

Tell \oXU paUenWV off. Do ZhaW \oX ZanW. 

 

SAM 

I ZiVh. BXW Whe\ haYe a poinW, I gXeVV. CommXniW\ college iV cheapeU. I can VWa\ aW home. 

 

BRIA 

OWheU placeV haYe VcholaUVhipV. 

 

SAM 

Yeah, bXW IÔm noW Vomeone Whe\Ôll ZanW Wo giYe mone\ Wo. 

Ma\be if I pUeWend Wo be \oX. 

 

BRIA 

Ha. 

 

SAM 

I mean, FUanceV Zill pUobabl\ VWa\ heUe. RighW? So I ZonÔW be compleWel\ alone. 

 

BRIA 

I donÔW knoZ. Ma\be. 

 

SAM 

IWÔV noW like Vhe haV an\ big planV oU an\Whing. 

 

BRIA 

He\. 

 

SAM 

WhaW? IÔm being honeVW. 

 

BRIA 

YoX donÔW haYe Wo be a jeUk. 

 

SAM 

IÔm noW. 

 

FRANCES 

YoX ZeUe. 
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SAM 

Like, joining Whe Ga]eWWe noZ? IWÔV a Hail MaU\. GeW Vome e[WUacXUUicXlaU poinWV foU heU applicaWion, 

oU ZhaWeYeU. 

 

BRIA 

The Ga]eWWe doeVnÔW belong Wo \oX, Sam. 

 

SAM 

SheÔV pUobabl\ jXVW WU\ing Wo geW back aW MU. G. 

Which IÔm fine ZiWh. 

 

BRIA 

Wh\ do \oX eYen caUe? 

 

SAM 

He gaYe me Whe mXVical aVVignmenW! I donÔW ZanW Wo do WhaW! 

 

BRIA 

If \oX Ueall\ ZanW Wo be a UepoUWeU, IÔm VXUe \oXÔll haYe Wo ZUiWe aboXW a loW of VWXff \oX donÔW like. 

 

SAM 

PlXV he VcUeZed me on m\ laVW eVVa\. 

 

BRIA 

Oka\. WhaWeYeU. 

YoX knoZ he did acWXall\ end Xp giYing FUanceV WhaW colXmn? 

 

SAM 

Ò WhaW? Reall\? 

 

BRIA 

Yeah. HeU oZn colXmn in Whe ne[W iVVXe. She can ZUiWe aboXW an\Whing Vhe ZanWV. 

 

SAM 

WoZ. ThaWÔV bXllVhiW. I WhoXghW he ZaV going Wo Well heU no. IÔYe been ZoUking on Whe Ga]eWWe all foXU 

\eaUV! And Vhe jXVW VWepV in and immediaWel\ geWV a colXmn? 

 

BRIA 

Well. 

 

SAM 

YoX knoZ ZhaW? I beW iWÔV becaXVe he ZaV daWing heU mom. 

 

BRIA 

The\ÔUe noW Veeing each oWheU an\moUe. 

 

SAM 

Yeah, I knoZ. IÔm noW an idioW. BXW heÔV pUobabl\ WU\ing Wo geW heU back, WhUoXgh FUanceV. 
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BRIA 

Yeah. Ma\be. 

 

SAM 

YoXÔUe jXVW Welling me WhiV Wo make me mad. 

 

BRIA 

BecaXVe \oXÔUe being UidicXloXV. 

 

SAM 

No Za\. IWÔV noW faiU Wo giYe heU a colXmn Zhen Vhe jXVW VWaUWed! If an\one, iW VhoXld be me. OU \oX. 

I need Wo Walk Wo FUanceV. 

 

FRANCES enWeUV. 

 

FRANCES 

Need Wo Walk Wo me aboXW ZhaW? 

 

SAM 

So MU. G gaYe \oX WhaW colXmn? 

 

FRANCES 

Yep. IÔm ZUiWing iW aboXW hiVWoU\, foU e[WUa cUediW. 

 

SAM 

Oh, \oXÔUe geWWing e[WUa cUediW foU iW Woo? ThaWÔV conYenienW. 

 

BRIA 

SamÔV being a jeUk Woda\. 

 

FRANCES 

WhaW elVe iV neZ? 

 

SAM 

HeÔV WU\ing Wo geW \oXU mom back, iVnÔW he? IV WhaW Zh\ \oXÔUe geWWing pUefeUenWial WUeaWmenW? 

 

FRANCES 

Yeah, bXW I ZonÔW be foU long. ThiV colXmnÔV going Wo VhoZ him noW Wo meVV ZiWh m\ mom. OU me. 

 

BRIA 

HoZ can \oX do WhaW Zhen iWÔV aboXW hiVWoU\? 

 

FRANCES 

I haYe m\ Za\V. 

I VpenW all nighW ZoUking on iW. HeUe, check iW oXW. 

 

FRANCES VhoZV SAM and BRIA Whe colXmn, pUinWed on office papeU. 
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SAM 

Oh, man. 

 

BRIA 

FUanceV, \oX canÔW pUinW WhiV. TheUeÔV no Za\. 

 

FRANCES 

WhaWÔV Whe pUoblem? IWÔV aboXW hiVWoU\. 

 

BRIA 

ÖChaUleV GXiWeaX IV The Kind Of HeUo AmeUica NeedV×? 

AUe \oX defending an aVVaVVin? 

 

FRANCES 

YoX goW iW. 

 

BRIA 

ThiV iVnÔW good. I kneZ iW ZoXldnÔW be good. BXW WhiV iV ZoUVe Whan I e[pecWed. 

 

SAM 

I Whink I loYe iW. 

 

FRANCES 

Thank \oX. 

 

BRIA 

So mXch ZoUVe Whan I e[pecWed. 

Wh\ iV GXiWeaX Whe heUo AmeUica needV? 

 

FRANCES 

BecaXVe he didnÔW caUe ZhaW an\one WhoXghW of him, he jXVW did hiV oZn Whing! 

 

BRIA 

Yeah, bXW he VhoW a pUeVidenW! ThaWÔV a ​bad​ Whing. 

 

SAM 

IWÔV a hoW Wake. 

FUanceV, I foUgiYe \oX foU benefiWWing fUom blaWanW faYoUiWiVm, IÔm on \oXU Vide. 

 

FRANCES 

Um, WhankV? 

 

SAM 

YoXÔUe YeU\ Zelcome. 

 

BRIA 

No, Sam, \oX canÔW Wake heU Vide on WhiV. 
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SAM 

Wh\ noW? 

 

BRIA 

BecaXVe WhiV iV going Wo geW heU in WUoXble. 

 

FRANCES 

IWÔV aboXW hiVWoU\, like he ZanWed. 

 

BRIA 

ThiV Zill neYeU UXn. 

 

SAM 

WeÔll Vee aboXW WhaW. 

 

BRIA 

WhaW doeV WhaW mean? Wh\ did \oX Va\ iW all conVpiUaWoUiall\ like WhaW? 

 

SAM 

I do Whe Ga]eWWeÔV la\oXWV! 

ThiV iV oXU ne[W fUonW page, bab\! 

 

FRANCES 

YeV! 

 

BRIA 

No, no, no. MU. G ZonÔW alloZ iW. 

 

SAM 

MU. G doeVnÔW haYe Wo knoZ. 

 

FRANCES 

Ò DonÔW Well him, BUia. 

 

SAM 

YoX knoZ ZhaW VniWcheV geW. 

Ò SWiWcheV. The\ geW VWiWcheV. 

 

BRIA 

Fine. YoX knoZ ZhaW? Do ZhaW \oX need Wo do. 

BXW Zhen \oX geW in WUoXble foU WhiV, FUanceV, I canÔW defend \oX. 

 

FRANCES 

Ò Wh\ noW? 

 

SAM 

BecaXVe iW Zill look bad Wo CoUnell, pUobabl\. LiYe a liWWle, BUi. 
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FRANCES 

IWÔV oka\, Sam. WeÔll pUinW iW and Vee ZhaW happenV. 

SoUU\ \oX donÔW ZanW Wo be a paUW of hiVWoU\, BUia. 

 

BRIA 

IV WhaW ZhaW \oX Whink WhiV Zill be? 

 

FRANCES 

If iW iVnÔW, I haYenÔW done m\ job. 

ThiV ne[W iVVXe canÔW come Voon enoXgh! ThiV Vchool Zill neYeU be Whe Vame again! 

 

TUanViWion. 
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Si[ 

DIANA and ADAM meeW. 

 

ADAM 

ThankV foU meeWing ZiWh me. 

 

DIANA 

No pUoblem. ThankV foU calling. 

FUanceV Wold me \oX gaYe heU a colXmn in Whe Ga]eWWe, WhaWÔV gUeaW. 

 

ADAM 

Well, WhaWÔV Whe Whing Ò 

 

DIANA 

And e[WUa cUediW? YoXÔUe Ueall\ VeUioXV aboXW WhiV. 

 

ADAM 

YeV. AbVolXWel\. BXW I ZanWed Wo Walk Wo \oX becaXVe, Zell, Vhe kind of manipXlaWed me inWo doing 

WhaW foU heU. 

 

DIANA 

WhaW? ManipXlaWed? 

 

ADAM 

Well, oka\. HoZ do I pXW WhiV. 

So Ò Whe Ga]eWWe doeVnÔW do colXmnV, W\picall\, becaXVe Whe\ e[pUeVV one indiYidXalÔV opinion. 

We do an ediWoUial inVWead, in oUdeU Wo UeflecW Whe opinion of Whe enWiUe papeU. BXW FUanceV aVked 

foU a colXmn. 

 

DIANA 

So VheÔV VhoZing iniWiaWiYe. 

 

ADAM 

SXUe. ThaWÔV one Za\ \oX coXld look aW iW. 

BXW iWÔV Whe Za\ Vhe ZenW aboXW aVking. IÔm pUeWW\ VXUe Vhe VWaUWed Va\ing WhingV Wo me WhaW 

VoXnded like ZhaW Ze Vaid Wo each oWheU, Whe oWheU nighW. 

 

DIANA 

YoX Whink Vhe heaUd XV. 

 

ADAM 

I canÔW Whink of ZhaW elVe iW coXld be. 

 

DIANA 

Damn iW. I WhoXghW I noWiced heU doing Whe Vame Whing. 

 

ADAM 

I Whink VheÔV XVing XV, and ZhaW Vhe heaUd of oXU conYeUVaWion, Wo geW ZhaW Vhe ZanWV. 
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DIANA 

So Vhe ZanWV e[WUa ZoUk? ThaW doeVnÔW VoXnd like FUanceV. 

 

ADAM 

She alVo kind of goW me Wo agUee Wo a higheU hiVWoU\ gUade. 

 

DIANA 

I Wake iW Vhe heaUd WhaW Woo. 

 

ADAM 

I gXeVV Vo, I donÔW knoZ foU VXUe. I oUiginall\ offeUed a fXll leWWeU gUade, Xp Wo a B minXV, aV e[WUa 

cUediW. BXW Vhe made me agUee Wo a B. 

 

DIANA 

Ò If Vhe heaUd XV, doeV WhaW mean VheÔV WU\ing Wo geW XV back WogeWheU? IW VoXndV like Vhe ZanWV 

Wo geW WhaW A in \oXU claVV. 

 

ADAM 

Ma\be VheÔV UooWing foU XV. 

 

DIANA 

Oka\, donÔW jXmp Wo conclXVionV WheUe. IÔm jXVW WU\ing Wo figXUe oXW ZhaW iV going on. 

 

ADAM 

AlWhoXgh ma\be Vhe iVnÔW UooWing foU XV. SheÔV been pUeWW\ miVchieYoXV in claVV. And Whe Za\ Vhe 

made me giYe heU Whe colXmn Ò ma\be Vhe haV XlWeUioU moWiYeV. 

 

DIANA 

YoXÔUe making iW VoXnd like m\ daXghWeU iV a cUiminal maVWeUmind. 

 

ADAM 

SoUU\. ThaWÔV noW ZhaW I mean. 

I jXVW ZanWed Wo make \oX aZaUe, Vo \oX can keep an e\e oXW foU an\Whing XnXVXal. 

 

DIANA 

Like if Vhe leaYeV planV foU a inWeUnaWional heiVW on Whe coffee Wable. 

 

ADAM 

Oka\, I Vee ZhaW \oXÔUe doing. 

 

DIANA 

Ma\be IÔll find heU VWaVh of gadgeWV! A bUaceleW WhaW iV alVo an XndeUZaWeU bUeaWhing deYice! 

 

ADAM 

IÔm VoUU\ I implied an\Whing cUiminal aboXW FUanceV. I didnÔW mean Wo. 

 

DIANA 

I mean, ZhaW do \oX ZanW me Wo Va\, Adam? 
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ADAM 

I jXVW ZanWed Wo make VXUe \oX kneZ ZhaW I ZaV Veeing aW Vchool. 

 

DIANA 

Fine. IÔll Walk Wo heU, oka\? 

 

ADAM 

Thank \oX. 

 

DIANA 

When \oX lefW me WhaW Yoicemail, I WhoXghW VomeWhing Ueall\ aZfXl had happened. Ha. 

 

ADAM 

SoUU\. 

 

DIANA 

JXVW Vend me a We[W ne[W Wime. AlUighW? 

 

ADAM 

He\, do \oX ZanW Wo geW Vome dinneU? 

 

DIANA 

WhaW do \oX Whink? 

 

ADAM 

ThoXghW IÔd aVk. 

 

DIANA 

B\e, Adam. 

 

ShifW. FRANCES iV doing homeZoUk Zhen DIANA comeV home. 

 

FRANCES 

YoXÔUe home laWe. 

 

DIANA 

SoUU\, I VhoXldÔYe We[Wed. I had a meeWing. 

 

FRANCES 

Ò YoX neYeU haYe meeWingV. 

 

DIANA 

I did Woda\. 

 

FRANCES 

Oka\. 

 

PaXVe. FRANCES UeVXmeV heU homeZoUk. 
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DIANA 

HoZÔV \oXU colXmn coming? 

 

FRANCES 

I finiVhed iW. 

 

DIANA 

WhaW did \oX end Xp ZUiWing aboXW? 

 

FRANCES 

ChaUleV GXiWeaX. 

 

DIANA 

I donÔW knoZ Zho WhaW iV. 

 

FRANCES 

He ZaV an aVVaVVin. 

 

DIANA 

Oh. 

IWÔV nice MU. G iV giYing \oX WhiV e[WUa cUediW. 

 

FRANCES 

Yeah. 

 

DIANA 

WhaW Zill WhaW bUing \oXU gUade Wo? 

 

FRANCES 

B. 

 

DIANA 

Nice. ThaWÔV good. 

 

FRANCES 

Ò EYeU\Whing oka\? 

 

DIANA 

Oh, \eah. Me? Yeah. 

 

FRANCES 

YoXÔUe acWing Ueall\ ZeiUd. 

 

DIANA 

No. 

 

FRANCES 

Ò Oka\. 
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DIANA 

So, \oX like MU. G, UighW? Like, aV a WeacheU. 

 

FRANCES 

HeÔV fine. WhaWÔV going on? 

 

DIANA 

IÔm jXVW aVking. 

 

FRANCES 

IV he going Wo VhoZ Xp in a coVWXme again? 

 

FRANCES openV Whe dooU Wo look. 

 

DIANA 

CanÔW I Walk Wo \oX aboXW Vchool? Like a noUmal moWheU and daXghWeU? 

 

FRANCES 

HaYe \oX meW XV? WhaW makeV \oX Whink ZeÔUe noUmal? 

 

DIANA 

I jXVW ZanW Wo haYe a conYeUVaWion ZiWh \oX. 

 

FRANCES 

GUeaW. Fine. Ma\be VWop being Vo Vhad\ aboXW iW, When. 

 

DIANA 

WoZ. SoUU\ I VhoZed Vome inWeUeVW in \oXU life. ThaWÔV moUe Whan Vome kidV geW fUom WheiU paUenWV, 

FUanceV. BXW I geW iW. IÔll leaYe \oX alone. 

 

FRANCES 

ThankV. See \oX. 

 

DIANA 

WaiW. No, hold on. I VhoXld aVk \oX ZhaWÔV going on. 

 

FRANCES 

Ò HomeZoUk iV going on. 

 

DIANA 

Wh\ did \oX join Whe Ga]eWWe? Wh\ aUe \oX making deal ZiWh MU. G foU e[WUa cUediW? WhaWÔV ZiWh 

Whe inWeUeVW in WhiV aVVaVVin, all of a VXdden? 

 

FRANCES 

WhaW, am I noW alloZed Wo be inWeUeVWed in WhingV? OU do e[WUacXUUicXlaUV? I WhoXghW \oXÔd be 

happ\ aboXW me geWWing moUe inYolYed. YoX knoZ, ZhaW am I going Wo do ZiWh m\ life, and all WhaW. 
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DIANA 

YeV. ThaWÔV gUeaW. IWÔV jXVW diffeUenW. 

I donÔW knoZ, iWÔV almoVW like \oXÔUe planning VomeWhing VecUeW. 

 

FRANCES 

Ooh, a VecUeW! WhaW am I planning, Mom? 

 

DIANA 

I didnÔW mean Ò 

 

FRANCES 

No, \oX foXnd me oXW. YoX caXghW me. 

I ZaV going Wo VWeal Whe DeclaUaWion of Independence. 

 

DIANA 

Oka\, FUanceV Ò 

 

FRANCES 

RighW? ​NaWional TUeaVXUe? ​RemembeU ​NaWional TUeaVXUe? 

 

DIANA 

YeV, I knoZ ZhaW ​NaWional TUeaVXUe ​iV. 

 

FRANCES 

ÖIÔm going Wo VWeal Whe DeclaUaWion of Independence.× 

Ha. YoXÔUe UighW, Mom, IÔm NicholaV Cage. 

 

DIANA 

I VhoXldnÔW haYe Vaid an\Whing. 

 

FRANCES 

ThiV conYeUVaWion haV been ZeiUd, bXW \oX jXVW made m\ da\. 

 

DIANA 

So \oXÔUe noW planning an\Whing. 

 

FRANCES 

JXVW m\ fXWXUe, Mom. E[acWl\ like \oX ZanW me Wo do. 

 

DIANA 

Well When, Vpeaking of \oXU fXWXUe, haYe \oX made an\ deciVionV \eW? 

 

FRANCES 

IÔYe decided WhaW UighW noZ, ÖFUanceV haV Wo be m\ nXmbeU one pUioUiW\.× Yeah?  

 

FRANCES VmileV. DIANA heViWaWeV. 

TUanViWion. 

  


